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Objective: Generally, to make the introduction of super natural elements in your story 
believable and complimentary to your overall plot, pacing, characterization, etc.  
Specifically, to highlight the similarities and differences between the story’s mimetic 
(ordinary/normal) world/inhabitants and the supernatural creatures that have breached it, 
and to identify the problems (and benefits) humans & Others have by association.  To 
play with the question of whom the real “monsters” are, those who attempt to retain 
their full humanity, or those who are less than human.  
 
THE MIMETIC (ordinary, normal, human) WORLD: 

• Define the story’s mimetic world 
• What’s the time frame? 
• What’s the location? 
• Define a smaller mimetic community within the mimetic world that will 

represent the larger population 
 
THE BREACH INTO THE MIMETIC WORLD: 

• Define how the “breach” (the introduction of the super natural element into the 
mimetic world) occurs (can be in back story) 

• Explain how this breach specifically impacts your mimetic community 
 
THE SUPER NATURAL WORLD: 

• How did the super natural elements come to exist?  What is their relevant 
history?  Is there a parallel world/dimension or alien world or have the super 
natural creatures always existed in the mimetic world?  

• Does the super natural world reveal itself, as a general rule, to the human 
population or remain hidden?   

• If they are hidden, who must be convinced the super natural is a reality?  Why? 
• Are there characters that were aware of and/or hunted the super natural long 

before they revealed themselves to humanity?  
• What are the “rules” of the super natural community that will remain consistent 

over a series of novels?  
• Play off original myths, debunk them or support them 
• Create artifacts or items that have significance 
• Create language or terms or gestures that have significance 
 

THE SUPER NATURAL INDIVIDUALS: 
• Are there varying types of super natural entities? 
• What is their appearance?  Does it change in different circumstances?   
• Are they born this way or made this way (turned from humans)? 
• Are they aware of each other?  How do they feel about each other? 
• Who are allies?  How can these allegiances shift? 
• Who holds magic/special power and who does not?  
• Explain what distinguishes the normal from the super natural, considering both 

physical and psychic properties in terms of: 
• Appearance 

• Powers/Magic 
• What are their extraordinary strengths? 
• Weaknesses (Kryptonite)? 
• Language / Communication (Mind control?  Telepathy?) 
• Sexuality 
• Social Hierarchy 
• Familial Interaction/Hierarchy 
• Policing agents 
• Legislation 
• Commerce/Careers 
• Religion 
• Biology/Sustenance  
• Mortality 
• Regenerative abilities? 
• Can they be killed?  How? 

  
INTERACTION BETWEEN THE MIMETIC AND SUPER NATURAL 
WORLDS: 

• Show how the normal and super natural are learning to co-exist 
• Show who is opposing this adaptation 
• Give the reader a strong sense of how the human and supernatural doubt or tout 

each other’s “monstrous inclinations” 
• Show how the super natural characters navigate the mimetic world and learns 

from it, and show how human characters navigate the super natural world and 
grow from it What tools do human characters use to deal with situations that 
involve entities with superior abilities and strength? 

• What ways do super natural characters deal with situations involving human 
strengths? 

• Show how choosing a side/maintaining loyalty to one’s people becomes more 
conflicted 

• Create special meeting spots—human and supernatural--that may be infiltrated 
by the others 

• Show how the human population begins to question their own actions and 
reactions in relation to the Others 

• Try to come up with logistical problems stemming from super natural elements 
impinging on everyday life in the mimetic world: Are you widowed if your 
spouse becomes undead? Is it murder to slay a vampire? 

• What will make the super natural creatures tortured but redeemable?  
• Create characters that see only the romantic side of the super natural 
• Create characters that see only the evil side of the creatures 
• Ask yourself if humans change into supernatural creatures?  How? 
• Think about geography.  Do certain individuals reside in one location more than 

others? In a particular type of environment? 
• Is there a third-party threat that could make the humans and Others work 

together, even if just temporarily?  


